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A track record of 
Putting Members First

  ABOUT JOHANNA

Johanna is the granddaughter of a Killoch Pit miner who 
has dedicated her life to the Labour movement. She 
was born in North Ayrshire and grew up in Saltcoats.  
After the Party’s crushing defeat in Scotland last year 
she put herself forward to stand for the Party to help 
lead the fightback against the SNP and was proud to 
have stood as the candidate for her home constituency 
of Cunninghame North.  Despite the recent election 
results she is more determined than ever to help the 
Party recover and win again.

A CAMPAIGNING SOCIALIST
Johanna has been an activist in the Party for over 20 
years, campaigning in every election during that time 
and taking on roles at every level of the Party. She helped 
run one of the largest CLPs in London (Camberwell  
& Peckham), first as an Organiser and then as CLP 
Secretary for over 13 years, ran the process to select 
local council candidates as the Chair of Southwark  
Local Campaigns Forum and, for the past six years, has 
been standing up for grassroots members of the Party  
as one of your CLP Representatives on the Party’s 
National Executive Committee (NEC).
 
AN EXPERIENCED REPRESENTATIVE
Johanna is one of the most active members of Party’s 
NEC - she produces regular reports of NEC meetings, 
has personally visited over 180 different CLPs to speak 
and consult with members and was proud to secure the 
commitment to abolishing Employment Tribunal Fees  
in the last election manifesto. She holds a degree in  
Politics and Law and a Postgraduate certificate in 
Employment Law. She worked part time in a call centre 
for a large telecommunications company to fund her 
university education where she became the local 
representative of the Communication Workers Union.

 

AN ACTIVE TRADE UNIONIST
After university Johanna secured a place on the Trades 
Union Congress’s (TUC) Organising Academy and 
from there went on to become a Negotiations Officer 
with the Public and Commercial Services Union (PCS) 
and then, till now, has worked as an Officer for the  
Prospect Union.  
She has been a member of the CWU for nearly 20 years 
and a member of the GMB for over 10 years.

  POLITICS FOR A PURPOSE

What does it mean to be Labour? We know what it means  
- on so many days it means leafleting in the rain, staying up 
late to write the CLP minutes, issuing the meeting notice to 
members and debating policy in drafty halls but what it all 
adds up to in the end is a daily struggle for the better, fairer 
more equal society that we know only Labour will create.  
“By the strength of our common endeavour we achieve more 
together than we do alone” - not just words on the back of  
our membership card but the values we live by every day as 
Labour members. 
Our politics is for purpose - to improve the lives of those 
we seek to represent. But we can only put these principles 
into action and change people’s lives for the better when we 
get into Government.  And we will only win people’s trust to 
govern when we are seen to be putting forward real solutions 
to the problems people face in their daily lives.  Never again 
should we be so timid that the people do not trust the power 
of our convictions.  
Our Party is a precious thing in which so many instil their 
hopes for a better future - we owe it to them to be the very 
best that we can be. 
And we are at our best when we are united. There’s no such 
thing as an ‘ordinary member’ - your choice to participate in 
that struggle makes you extraordinary.  So here is my challenge  
to you; do you want an NEC dominated by arguments of the 
past between ever smaller factions or an NEC that focuses on 
striving for a better politics for all of our communities? 
Our membership is growing and new members should be made 
to feel welcome, able to participate in whatever way they can 
and encouraged to help make ours a better party.  We have 
to be open to new ideas, ensuring that equality at their heart. 
And that means tackling the under-representation and 
discrimination within our own Party and ensuring that all 

corners of the UK are represented on our ruling body.  In 
my 6 years on the NEC I have visited more than 180 local 
constituency parties across the UK - more than any other 
volunteer.  I have consistently called for members to have 
a bigger voice on the NEC, for all nations and regions to be 
represented and will continue to press for these changes  
to ensure our governing body is more reflective of the 
members that are the bedrock of our movement. 
We can still change how we make policy to ensure that members 
have a real say over the promises we make in our manifesto.  
We can still change how we allocate our resources to  
ensure those with greatest need get the greatest help. The 
challenges facing activists vary considerably depending on 
the type of constituency you are in - Bermondsey and Old 
Southwark CLP, with its membership of thousands, faces a 
very different set of challenges to Cunninghame North CLP, 
with its island populations for example - and we need to do 
everything we can to make it as easy as possible for members 
to be heard.  
All of this is vital if we are to provide the credible alternative 
we need to provide to win back people’s trust.  Now is not the 
time for division. We need NEC members with a track record 
of working constructively, engaging with and speaking up for 
members from all sections of the Party.  I’m standing to fight 
for a fairer economy, a welfare system that helps not hounds 
and a more peaceful world for all our futures. 
If you want a strong independent voice on the NEC - a 
representative who will unite rather than divide - please give 
me your vote so I can keep putting members first.   
Best wishes, 
Johanna 
No labels, no factions, just Labour.
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“Johanna Baxter is a legend! Hard-working, 
independent of factions, committed and creative. 
We need people like her on the NEC.”

LORD JACK MCCONNELL

“Johanna is an incredibly talented, passionate 
and capable woman. Her experience of the 
Labour Party is second to none. As we navigate 
these challenging times I strongly believe we 
need people like Johanna to help equip Labour 
with what it needs to win in 2020..”

IVANA BARTOLETTI 
Chair Fabian Women’s Network

“Johanna has gone out of her way to engage with 
members and CLPs up and down the country. From 
Denton to Dulwich few have travelled so far or given 
up so much of their own time to make sure members 
are kept up to date with what is going on at the NEC. 
She speaks truth to power and engages with all 
sections of our Party. 
I have no hesitation in endorsing her for re-election.”

ANDREW GWYNNE MP

“I have no hesitation in 
  endorsing her for re-election.”

JOHANNA BAXTER #PuttingMembersfirst JOHANNA BAXTER #PuttingMembersfirst

  CONTACT JOHANNA
Tel. 07811 450410   Email. johanna.baxter@btinternet.com

www.johannbaxter.com 

 @JohannaBaxter    Johanna Baxter Putting Members First

“Johanna is one of the Party’s hardest 
working activists. She diligently 
represents grassroots members,
from across the whole Party, without 
fear or favour to any group. She is 
independent of thought and doesn’t 
duck difficult decisions. She’s exactly 
the sort of representative we need 
on the NEC and I urge you to give 
her your vote.”

DAN JARVIS MP
 

“Now more than ever it’s crucial that 
Scotland has a voice on the NEC. As the 
only CLP rep who is Scottish - and the 
only volunteer to travel to more than 180 
different constituencies across the whole 
of the UK - Johanna understands the 
challenges we face better than anyone. She 
has been a diligent representative, regularly 
reporting back on the work of the NEC and 
seeking our views in advance of big decisions.  
She has delivered on her promise of Putting 
Members First and I have every faith she 
will continue to do so if re-elected”

KEZIA DUGDALE MSP
Leader of Scottish Labour

  WE’RE BACKING JOHANNA

“She’s exactly the sort of 
representative  we need 
on the NEC.”

“We need people like her on the NEC.”


